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We appreciate being able to centrally manage the 

servers without needing an IT person in place in our 

branch offices. 

Mike Traeger, Director of Infrastructure Solutions, Minnesota National Bank 

Minnesota National Bank serves its communities by providing 

complete banking services, from savings and loan to mortgages. 

Two recently purchased branch offices will be full-service banks as 

well. The bank needed to integrate its servers after tripling in size, 

so it sought an effective, secure solution. 

 
 

Business Needs 
When Minnesota National Bank recently 

purchased two additional bank locations, 

one of the biggest concerns was 

maintaining a high level of security.  After 

the purchase, the bank restructured their 

IT framework. One location would serve as 

its headquarters, and the other two 

locations would be considered òremote 

offices.ó Because Minnesota National Bank 

lacks full-time IT staff, they absolutely rely 

on a robust, easy-to-maintain solution. In 

addition, due to FDIC regulations and the 

Office of the Controller of the Currency 

(OCC), Minnesota National Bank requires a 

very high level of security.  

 

Four servers would serve approximately 70 

personal computers (PCs). The banks use 

virtual private network (VPN) connections 

and Watchguard firewalls. Each location 

would provide full services to their 

communities. At the time of purchase, the 

new locations were using Microsoft® Small 

Business Server. As a result, Minnesota 

National Bank had to update 

infrastructures to allow all locations to be 

on the same domain, and share e-mail as 

well as other network resources. Having 

multiple domains was not an option, 

because multiple domains would result in 

a lack of cohesiveness as well as reduced 

collaboration.  

 

After the banks were consolidated, they 

needed a more manageable and scalable 
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Customer Profile  

Minnesota National Bank is an 

independent, community-based bank 

with three locationsñSauk Centre, Long 

Prairie and Pelican Rapidsñserving their 

communitiesõ banking, loan, and savings 

needs. 

 

Software and Services  

Â Microsoft® Exchange Server 2007 SP1 

Â Windows Server® 2008 Standard 

Â Microsoft® System Center Data 

Protection Manager 2007 
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solution. All three networks needed to be 

merged, and Windows Server® 2008 

appeared to be a great fit.  

 

Solution 
Minnesota National bank chose to deploy 

three manually-built servers running 

Windows Server® 2008 Standardðone for 

each location. In total, seventy-five users 

would be affected.  

 

The bankõs IT resource, Inetium, provided 

the architecture. Inetium also implemented 

the deployment using the Branch Office 

Infrastructure solution architectural guide. 

Inetium helped put together a solution for 

the bank that fit well for a company with no 

full-time IT staff on site.  

 

The deployment of Windows Server 2008 

was primarily for managing the bankõs 

remote scenarios. The bank was particularly 

interested in the Read-Only Domain 

Controller (RODC) application due to its 

security and reliability. More specifically, 

they required a secure solution that would 

allow them to òlock downó access at each 

location. 

 

The deployment was approached in a 

phased fashion. The first server was 

deployed at the bankõs main office, and 

implemented Windows Server 2008, 

Windows Server 2003, Exchange Server 

2007, and System Center Data Protection 

Manager in one phase. The second phase of 

the deployment occurred at the bankõs 

branch offices.  

 

Benefits 
With the deployment of the RODC, 

Minnesota National Bank was immediately 

able to lock down their server environment. 

Using RODC, they can now centrally 

manage their servers with their limited IT 

staff. The bank will be able to continue 

with the same level of IT staff, while also 

enjoying markedly increased security.  

 

In addition, Exchange Server 2007 has 

improved the bankõs messaging platform. 

Employees who share computers and use 

Microsoft Outlook® Web Access (OWA) for 

e-mail are impressed with the improved 

OWA interface and functionality. The bank 

is also impressed with the fullness of 

integration now possible with the entire 

Microsoft suite. 

 

The bankõs outsourced IT company, 

Inetium, has been able to easily manage 

the network remotely and securely.  

Inetium has enjoyed this ease of 

manageability, as well as the increased 

performance and reliability of the product.  

 

Other benefits include: 

 

* Increased server performance by 15% 

* Decreased amount of time spent 

managing servers by 3 hours per week 

* Reduced remote management costs by 

10% 

* Improved security by reducing the 

potential risk associated with stolen or 

compromised servers 

* Improved compliance initiatives 

* Increased efficiency of WAN usage (RDC, 

ISA) 

* Simplified management across the 

enterprise (ADS) 

* Increased WAN performance with 

bandwidth throttling, caching, and 

compression (ISA) 

* Decreased work delays 

* Improved reliability and consistency of 

access to up-to-date data from central site 

 

 

Windows Server 2008 
Windows Server 2008, with built-in Web 

and virtualization technologies, enables 

you to increase the reliability and flexibility 

of your server infrastructure. New 

virtualization tools, Web resources, and 

security enhancements help you save time, 

reduce costs, and provide a platform for a 

dynamic and optimized datacenter. 

Powerful new tools like IIS 7.0, Server 

Manager, and Windows® PowerShell, allow 

you to have more control over your servers 

and streamline Web, configuration, and 

management tasks. Advanced security and 

reliability enhancements like Network 

Access Protection and the Read-Only 

Domain Controller option for Active 

Directory Domain Services harden the 

operating system and help protect your 

server environment to ensure you have a 

solid foundation on which to build your 

business. 

 

For more information, go to: 

www.microsoft.com/windowsserver2008 
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